INTRODUCTION:
Architecture is the art & science of erecting buildings. Most of us take for granted the art and design that is all around us, letting elements and details go unnoticed. Houses, hotels, schools, stores, and places of worship are all designed with particular purposes for their use in mind. A look at these concepts through the life and work of Cass Gilbert will offer students the opportunity to become conscious of how the "built" environment around them impacts their own lives.
In addition, the story of Cass Gilbert is one that shares the power of reaching for goals, setting one's sites on their dreams, and committing to the hard work necessary to see them become reality. As alluded to in this documentary, Cass Gilbert was not a model student. His artistic flare was evident at an early age and he perfected his drawing as a way of thinking and seeing. Cass knew at a young age that he wanted to be an architect and through persistence, creativity, and insistence on "doing it right", he was able to weather even the toughest of economic times to continually build more beautiful, bigger, and enduring structures that would leave their mark on this Nation's history. After each group has had an opportunity to view the sources, discuss each of them as a group, noting the following information and points for discussion.
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF PRIMARY SOURCES Primary Source Activity A:
4 STANDING THE TEST OF TIME 
FINAL ACTIVITY AND EVALUATION

Design A State Capitol
The State Capitol is the workplace of senators, representatives, the governor, and the highest judges in the state. They and the building represent Minnesota and its people. Ask students to consider everything they have learned about the job of an architect and the decisions needed to be made by Cass Gilbert throughout his various works, as they have seen through primary sources and the documentary film. Ask them to design a building for their state that serves as both a place for creating and interpreting the laws as well as a place that is representative of the people.
A successful design will include attention to:
-the purpose and function of the building -the meaning of the building -who will use the building 4. Cass Gilbert was quoted as saying, "In the old days, the architect, the painter and the sculptor were frequently one and the same. There is no reason why they should not be so now." Discuss ways that he and other architects include various art forms into their designs for a building.
5. Cass Gilbert used drawings from his world travels as inspiration for creating buildings in "modern" society. With every new job, he had to consider the purpose of the building he was creating in addition to what meaning the building would have. What features of buildings in your community help to convey their purpose or meaning? What might have inspired the architects of these buildings when they were designing a "new" structure?
Think About: Have you ever accomplished something that others thought was unlikely or impossible? What allowed you to continue believing that you would succeed? 11
